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Charles Wesley

Greatest hymn writer of all time

"O for a thousand tongues to sing / My dear Redeemer's praise / The glories of
my God and King, / The triumphs of his grace!"

Charles Wesley was the eighteenth child of Susanna Wesley and Samuel
Wesley. He was born in Epworth, Lincolnshire, England, where his father was
rector. He was educated at Westminster School and Christ Church, Oxford,
where he was ordained

He was said to have averaged 10 poetic lines a day for 50 years. He wrote 8,989
hymns, 10 times the volume composed by the only other candidate (Isaac Watts)
who could conceivably claim to be the world's greatest hymn writer. He
composed some of the most memorable and lasting hymns of the church:
"Hark! The Herald Angels Sing," "And Can It Be," "O for a Thousand Tongues
to Sing," "Love Divine, All Loves Excelling," "Jesus, Lover of My Soul,"
"Christ the Lord Is Risen Today," "Soldiers of Christ, Arise," and "Rejoice! the
Lord Is King!"

And yethe is often referred to as the "forgotten Wesley."

His brother John is considered the organizational genius behind the founding of
Methodism. But without the hymns of Charles, the Methodist movement may
have gone nowhere. As one historian put it, "The early Methodists were taught
and led as much through [Charles's] hymns as through sermons and [John]
Wesley's pamphlets."

When older, Charles joined his siblings as each day his mother, Susannah, who
knew Greek, Latin, and French, methodically taught them for six hours. Charles
then spent 13 years at Westminster School, where the only language allowed in

public was Latin. He added nine years at Oxford, where he received his master's
degree. It was said that he could reel off the Latin poet Virgil by the halfhour.
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